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Lake Travis Lions Club, Central Texas Lions KidSight partner with LTISD and LTlov to provide state-of-the-art vision services for students

The Lake Travis Lions Club and Central Texas Lions KidSight have collaborated with school nurses from the Lake Travis Independent School District and local non-profit LTlov to provide automated vision screenings for students.

In addition to the traditional Snellen Eye Chart, the automated screenings are performed using a state-of-the-art device called the Spot.  LTlov—whose volunteers work to identify local needs, inspire community involvement, and distribute contributions through projects that assist and empower families in the Lake Travis area—provided a $4,000 grant that covered a large part of the cost of the new device.  The remainder of the funding was provided through efforts by the Lake Travis Lions Club and Central Texas Lions KidSight.  

Lake Travis ISD school nurse Sharmae Erickson said, “I am so excited about this new technology.  The device allows us to screen for visual acuity deficits that we are unable to detect using the traditional Snellen Eye Chart.  Additionally, we are now able to screen children we previously had been unable to screen due to language barriers or disability.”

According to Erickson, the traditional Snellen Eye Chart is a basic screening tool that only measures for visual acuity at a distance like myopia or ‘nearsightedness.’  

“It is a subjective screening as students must identify letters correctly,” added Erickson.  “Unfortunately, there are several issues that can lead to visual acuity concerns in children that are not detected using the traditional Snellen Eye Chart.  Thankfully, the automated screening device is able to screen for most other visual concerns.”

Similar to the simplicity and speed of a digital camera, the Spot device can detect the following vision issues:  

· Near-sightedness (myopia)

· Far-sightedness (hyperopia)

· Unequal refractive power (anisometropia)

· Blurred vision (astigmatism)

· Pupil size deviations (anisocoria)

· Eye misalignment (strabismus)
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In just seconds, Spot provides objective and easy-to-understand results to help parents and caregivers determine proper follow-up vision care.            
“We have a large pre-K population at my campus,” Lake Travis ISD school nurse Laura Gault said.  “It has been difficult to screen these children in the past due to decreased attention span, inability to follow directions, or language barriers.  The Spot device has a sensitivity that is superior to any exam we currently perform.  The technology is simply second to none.”

“Local Lions Club member Jan Johnson had the ‘vision’ to bring this device to our community,” Erickson added.  “Jan began a non-profit organization called Central Texas Lions KidSight.  The organization successfully promoted a rule change in the state of Texas which took effect in August 2014 that allows for children up to six years of age to be screened with the Spot device instead of eye charts.  The rule also allows use of the device as an adjunct to traditional screenings in older children.”  

In addition to Johnson and Erickson, Lake Travis Lions Club and Central Texas Lions KidSight members include Seth Brower, Emilia Hayes, John Mann, Larry Swim, optometrist Tristan Wild and other trained volunteers who will assist with Spot vision screenings at LTISD.  “We want all daycares, preschools, and private schools to know that Lions offer this state-of-the-art vision screening with Spot absolutely free” said Johnson. 
To learn more about Central Texas Lions KidSight Program, please visit www.centraltexaslionskidsight.org or email jan@centraltexaslionskidsight.org
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